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CRETAN EXPEDITION 

XVII 

RUINS OF UNKNOWN CITIES AT HAGHIOS ILIAS 
AND PRINIA 



The ruins of ancient cities to which we can give no name 
are numerous in Crete, those outside the earliest settlements like 
that of Erganos, described above (pp. 262 £f.), and most of those 
visited by Evans, Mariani, and myself in the eastern provinces. 
The researches of the American Institute have enriched this 
series with two new localities in central Crete, so that to the 
unidentified remains visible at Malia, Melidochori, Haghios 
Thomas, Rhotassi,* and elsewhere, in the department of Candia, 
we must now add those of Haghios Ilias in Pediada and those 
of Prinia in Malevisi. And while, as to the first (with the 
exception of a few insignificant inscriptions at Haghios Thomas) 
no epigraphic deposits have been ascertained, which allow us to 
expect speedily the discovery of the name, the two cities of 
Haghios Ilias and Prinia present us already with fragments 
of inscriptions which cannot do less than make us consider 
this conquest as not very remote. 

I. HAGHIOS ILIAS 

I have already said a few words about Haghios Ilias in the 
chapter where I describe the tombs of Panaghia, belonging 
to its necropolis (see pp. 281 £f.). I shall have to speak of it 
again in the chapter upon the engraved stones and the steatites, 
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because the greater portion of those collected by me come 
from that territory, which, possessing rich strata of this min- 
eral, was destined by nature to become one of the principal 
centres of this industry in Crete. 

Here is given meantime a brief topographical description of 
its ruins. 

As is seen in the subjoined sketch (Fig. 1), the hilltop of 
Haghios Ilias, at a short distance from which is found the 




Figure 1. — General Plan of Haghios Ilias. 



modern village of Aphrati, constituted the acropolis of the city. 
The remains visible above ground consist also here chiefly in 
strong terrace walls, — the usual and necessary characteristic 
of all the cities built in mountain regions, — and in a very thick 
stratum of potsherds broadcast over its whole area, together 
with splinters and chips of steatite and some bronze fragments. 
Amongst the remains of painted vases abound those of the 
Geometrical period, of which I give two examples (Figs. 2 
and 3). Amongst the unpainted objects we find several very 
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remarkable pieces of archaic pithoi^ with figures in relief, which 
the reader will find reproduced and illustrated some pages 
farther on in an article contributed to the Journal by my 
friend, Dr. Savignoni (pp. 404 ff.). 





Figure 2. — Geometric Fragment 

FROM HaGHIOS IlIAS. 



Figure 3. — Geometric Fragment 

FROM HaGHIOS IlIAS. 



A portion of a plinth in terra-cotta, like a common brick 
(Fig. 4), bears some signs which might be ascribed to the 
linear series of Evans, and which in reality are very like those 
seen on an amethyst of Cnossus,^ and on the subjoined island 
stone found by me at Praesos (Fig. 5), but which, along with 
those of many steatites of this place, it is not unlikely may 
belong to an epoch much more recent. 

Very ancient, and perhaps not far from the Mycenaean period, 
I believe, may be the following bronze figurine, about 10 cm. 





Figure 4. — Inscribed Brick 

FROM HaGHIOS IlIAS. 



Figure 5. — Island Stone 
FROM Praesos. 



high, which was found by a peasant of the place, and has been 
reproduced from my photograph by M. Gillieron (Fig. 6). 

The chief temple of this place must have risen on the sum- 
mit of the acropolis hill, where now stands the little country 



1 Cretan Pictographs, p. 12 [281], fig. 8. 
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a b 

Figure 6. — Bronze Figurine from Haghios IliaS. 

church dedicated to the Prophet Elias (Fig. 7). Around it 
we still see traces of buildings and some bits of columns of 
poros stone. A large slab of sandstone (^amudaropetrd) near the 
church (Fig. 8) bears two marks rudely carved which seem to be 
an archaic sigma and a dividing line. The height of the slab is 
0.71 m., its breadth 0.52 m., with a thickness of 0.12 m. The 
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Figure 7. — Haghios Ilias: Acropolis. 
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Figure 8. — Inscribed Stone prom 
Haghios Ilias. 



height of the marks is more than half a metre ; hence larger 
than the letters in the great inscriptions of the Gortynian Pyth- 
ion. I suspect that this stone 
may belong to a very ancient 
inscribed wall where it could 
have made part of the ortho- 
states. 

To what divinity may have 
been dedicated the temple of 
this city it seems to me per- 
mitted to conjecture from an 
archaic insgription (Fig. 9), 
preserved in the village 
church of Aphrati, which is 
a dedication — probably of a 
trophy of arms — to Athena. 
The inscription, of which I 
here give a facsimile, is not without difficulties, but I do 
not think a different reading from mine can be proposed in 
lines 10-11. 

"Oc7T^9 a7ro\crT€pi\_crK~\oL or aTroo-re/ot [SS]oi rov l\ov^ alludes evi- 
dently to the dedication of a trophy of arms, or more especially 
of a bunch of arrows such as we frequently see consecrated in 
a temple as booty of war, from which some sacrilegious hand 
would like to steal one. In doing this the culprit would draw 
down upon himself the anger of Athena. We might expect a 
Ka before airoareptcTKOt, but there is no room for it on the stone. 

The of this inscription is sometimes plain, and again has a 
dot in the middle. In most cases when it has the dot it cor- 
responds to an 0), But not all the oj's are dotted. To see here 
an attempt to distinguish the short o from the long o as in 
other archaic alphabets, is a rashness not sufficiently justified. 
Perhaps, as we may see in some archaic inscriptions of the 
neighboring city of Lyttos,^ where the o has either the concen- 
tric circlet, or the circle and central dot, even here this letter 
1 3Ion. Ant. Ill, pp. 431-434. 
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had the centre dotted as much when it was short as when it 
was long, and if in our fragment the fact does not seem con- 
stant, that may depend upon the surface of the stone being 
much worn away, which would cause this characteristic mark 
to disappear in many places. 



i^:,3 AV\A>^BQ3.v\^ - 
A A\Av y vA A Q\\ 

:^x3>A T of bF^Ka^ 



^ AATNAA3?A> OT^ 



^e AATo/vaK or 

' JOX^ ;0 A^ 



^1 



10. 




. . . wa- 
/o]a? Aeoz'Ti . 
LOL fcal HiXov [fc, 
aveOrjfcav Be [e- 

TtI KOa/JLLOVT- 

ov %afxvvhd [p- 
i]o9 TO ^rfKe^v- 
OTO fcal IlavTa[v' 
BpiBa TO TSiifcoX- 
do, 0(JTt[9] airO' 

(TTepl{hh^OL TOP I- 

ov ejxavLv rj/n^- 

z/] avTOL T[ai'] 'A^[a- 

vatav. 



Figure 9. — Archaic Inscriptiok from Haghios Ilias. 

The lines of the inscription are divided one from the other 
by finer horizontal tracings which are intended by the stone- 
cutter either to guide the letters or for ornament. 

The height of the stele is 0.43 m., its breadth 0.21 m., its 
thickness 0.065 m. The letters are from 0.014 m. to 0.017 m. 
in height. 
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In the same village, on the threshold of the house of the peas- 
ant, John Garofalaki, is walled in „_ ,^ _ the following 

fragment of Hellenistic or Roman M E E@i| epoch. It is of 
local stone and is 0.050 m. in length lA Jk^f^^ by 0.26 m. in 
width, with letters of 0.05-0.08 m. 



II. PRINIA 

The other ancient city which Mr. John Alden and I were able 
to examine in consequence of information obtained from some 
peasants of Messara is situated upon the imposing height called 
JlariXa of Frinia, which from the southern and highest ex- 
tremity of the province of Malevisi dominates the broad valley 




Figure 10. — The Site of PriniI. 

that descends toward the coast in front of the city of Candia. 
This hill (Fig. 10), levelled on the summit by nature and 
defended all round, must have attracted in a particular way the 
ancient popidation of the country to plant upon it their for- 
tress and then a city. And in fact the whole surface is full of 
ancient remains which consist of walls of houses and enormous 
heaps of stones proceetling from constructions that the peas- 
ants have demolished in order to prepare the ground for culti- 
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vation. A mighty construction of huge blocks, joined without 
cement, is still standing at about the height of a metre above the 
level of the soil on the southern brow of the hill looking toward 
the village of Prinia. Perhaps we have here a part of the for- 
tifications or the palace of the dva^. 

From what construction come the two following fragments 
of plinthoi (Fig. 11), of soft lime-stone, seen by us in the vil- 
lage, is not known. Their rich decoration points to a public 
edifice, their geometric character to a very ancient epoch.^ 
To this epoch correspond besides the numerous fragments of 
large jars or pithoi which we collected on the hill at vari- 
ous points, and in the village, and which Dr. Savignani will 





Figure 11. — Plinths from PriniA. 

illustrate in the article following, together with the pieces from 
Haghios Ilias. Perhaps more ancient is the beautiful painted 
vase published by Orsi in this Journal^ 1897, Vol. I, p. 252. 

To the west of the acropolis beyond a narrow valley are to 
be seen, cut in the side of the rock, two sepulchral chambers 
(Fig. 12) of the Hellenistic epoch. In this part must have 
been the necropoleis of the city, or one of them. 

The inscriptions of the HareXa which Mr. Alden and I suc- 
ceeded, not without difficulty, in seeing and copying in the vil- 
lage are all archaic, but very fragmentary and meaningless. 
This is much to be regretted because one of them especially, the 
largest, raises problems which it is tantalizing not to be able to 

solve. 

1 The first can be also Mycenaean in decoration. 
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Figure 12. — Hellenistic Grave-Chambers at PriniA, 

This is a mural block 0.245 m. high, 0.52 long, with a thick- 
ness of 0.40 m., covered with a very irregular writing, running 
in the most ancient manner from right to left, but only in small 
part legible (Fig. 13). The letters vary in height from 0.01 m. 
to 0.04 m. The stone is in the house of Costis Papadakis. 

In the fourth line we find the word cTropo? which is appar- 
ently repeated at line 3 . . opo<; and at the fifth . . opo<;. The 
surmise that we should read eiropo^ or iiropo^^ that is to say. 










^ 






": ':^.mi'^mt^osioz^'m{\]f\ i\ n/\ Xi^: 



.35 



Figure 13. — Archaic Inscription from Pkinia. 
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€(l>opo<; or ec^dpo)?, presents itself at once in a Doric country and 
an island which has had relations with Sparta ; but it cannot 
go beyond a mere surmise, nothing else in the inscription 
throwing light upon the fact ; whilst the epigraphic testimonies 
give us cosmoi as the constant name for the superior Cretan 
magistrates, even at the archaic period.^ 

I can make nothing more of this text, where I see no other 
legible or at least intelligible word save the proper name — 
a strange one — "Oo-fivypo<; — repeated twice in the fifth line. 

The other inscriptions are only on fractions of other blocks 
containing at the most four or five letters of large dimen- 
sions, 0.10-0.20 m. 

One is in the house of Michalis Katandonakis, and was 
copied by Mr. Alden. The block is 0.30 m. wide and 0.55 m. 
long. The letters are from 0.11-0.20 m. high. 





qW^ 



fjLO K 



Another in the house of Georgios Jacomakis, height 0.38 m., 
width 0.2T m., letters 0.09-0.10 m. Copied by Mr. Alden. 







, IT . , , 

av (^a/JL^ or a?). 



1 Of some late exceptions, in which the damiorgoi appear, I shall speak 
elsewhere. 
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Two others are in the house of the Turk Hassan Velakis. One 
is about 0.30 m. high, with letters atf. The other has the 
remains of two lines. 



V'^- 



V 





Something we can deduce from these fragments for the his- 
tory of the archaic Cretan alphabet, and it is that the alphabet 
of the city which occupied the hill of Prinia belongs to what 
we may henceforth call the group of Ida that is represented 
by the ancient inscriptions of Axos and Eleutherna, where 
the distinctive characteristic is a form of digamma that resem- 
bles N. 

Federico Halbherr. 

Rome, 1899. 



